
Parent and Student Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm | Upper School Library  

 
 
Agenda 
 

​ Introduce the chaperones 
​ Goals of our Trip 
​ Discuss Discretionary Time 
​ Overview of the itinerary 
​ Packing list 
​ Behavior expectations 
​ Review next actions for parents and students 
​ Answer questions then close in prayer 
​ Sign forms: liability release, medical consent, insurance, behavior agreement, emergency contacts 
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Chaperones 
Troy Schuknecht, Head of School 
Matt Jasinski, Upper School Head 
Traci Gray, Athletics and PE 
Jess Coblentz, Science Teacher 
 
Objectives of the Trip 
View beautiful works of art and architecture 
Make connections to our curriculum 
Appreciate the ways a culture is shaped over centuries 
Learn language in an immersive environment 
Refine and practice essential travel skills 
Enjoy fellowship with one another 
Rest and reflect on things worth remembering 
 
Mobile Phones and Communication Expectations 
A mobile phone is a valuable asset and is recommended for everyone (students and chaperones) on this trip. Before we 
depart on the trip, two different group threads will be set up on the mobile app WhatsApp. One group will be titled 
“Italy 2027 Parents and Chaperones” and the other group will be titled “Italy 2027 Students and Chaperones.” We will 
collect mobile numbers from all parents and students before the trip. The two threads will remain separate such that 
parents and students are not in the same group. You should not expect regular posts to the group thread. They will 
primarily be used for necessary or emergency communication (ex. change in flight information). If you want to hear 
about your child’s day you will need to communicate with your child directly or wait to hear all their stories and see 
their photos upon their return. Troy Schuknecht will serve as the trip leader and can be reached at any time in the case 
of an emergency directly via his mobile phone: (512) 909-9214. Please limit your calls to emergency situations only. 
 
Flight Details and Baggage Fees 
Students will be supervised but will be personally responsible for checking-in to flights and navigating customs. All 
fees associated with checking in a bag must be paid by the student at the time of checking-in. 
 
Lufthansa #439: Dallas (DFW), 3/09, 4:15 pm → Frankfurt International Airport (FRA), 3/10, 9:05 am 
Lufthansa #232: Frankfurt (FRA), 3/10, 10:50 am → Leonardo da Vinci–Fiumicino (FCO), 3/10, 12:40 pm 
Air Dolimiti #319: Florence (FLR), 3/17, 6:30 am →Frankfurt International Airport (FRA), 3/18, 8:05 am 
Lufthansa #438: Frankfurt International Airport (FRA), 3/17, 10:10  am → Dallas (DFW), 3/18, 3:25 pm 
 
Hotel Details 
Room assignments will be announced upon arrival in Rome and will remain fixed throughout the trip. Students are not 
allowed to change room assignments. 
 
Wednesday 3/10 - Friday 3/12: Hotel Montecarlo | Via Palestro, 17a - 00185 Roma, Italy 
Saturday 3/13 -  Hotel Savoia Via Fuorimura, 46, 80067 Sorrento NA, Italy  
Sunday 3/14 - Wednesday 3/17: Hotel DeLanzi | Via dell'Oche, 11, 50122 Firenze FI, Italy 
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Discretional Time 
This trip will include opportunities for students to tour Rome, Pompeii, Sorrento, and Florence in groups of no fewer 
than three students without the direct supervision of a chaperone. A group of 3 or 4 students must include at least one 
male student. A group of 5 or more students may all be of the same gender. Every instance of discretional time will 
include the option for a student to choose to remain with the chaperones. Discretional time will include intervals over 
which students might choose to visit local shops, enjoy a meal at a local restaurant, sip a cappuccino at a local cafe, 
stroll through a piazza, visit an open basilica, or simply rest at the hotel. Students may not use public transportation 
(train, metro, etc.) during discretional time. They will need to walk to wherever they are going. Specific meeting 
locations and start and end times will clearly be set. Chaperones reserve the right to decide that a student or group of 
students is no longer allowed the option of unsupervised discretional time. 
 
Whenever it is announced that we are about to break for discretional time, there will be a 5-min period where everyone 
must remain with the group before setting out. This is to allow students to mingle, make plans, and form groups based 
upon common interests. It also ensures that no individual student ends up left behind. 
 
Packing List 

​ Passport valid until at least six months after departure (September 10, 2027) 
​ Driver’s License (2nd form of ID) not expiring before April 1, 2027 
​ Outfits that cover knees and shoulders (required at the Vatican) 
​ Comfortable shoes for walking approximately 10 miles per day 
​ One check-in bag less than 50 pounds and/or one carry-on bag 
​ Layers for 40-50 degree weather and possible rain 
​ Euros (approx $400 US dollars-worth in denominations of 20 euro bills or less) and/or credit card 
​ Recommended: Passport wallet (because we will be carrying our passports with us daily) 
​ Recommended: Two-prong type C outlet adapter 
​ Recommended: Snacks for long flights and train rides (or buy at the stations) 
​ Recommended: Extra medication packed in two different places (in case one bag is lost) 
​ Recommended: Mobile phone with international calling plan 
​ Recommended: Headphones (3.5 mm) for music and movies on the plane 
​ Recommended: Italian phrase book and/or dictionary 
 

Behavior Expectations 
See behavior agreement for details. 
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Extending the Trip 
 

1.​ Tickets will be purchased for all students for all parts of the trip. 
2.​ No reimbursement will be offered for an unused ticket. 
3.​ Every senior must begin the trip departing from DFW on the same flight. 
4.​ Very early on the morning of Wednesday, March 17, 2027 we will depart from the lobby of Hotel DeLanzi and 

walk to a designated nearby location to board a chartered bus that will take us to the Florence airport (FLR). A 
chaperone may hand a student over to the student’s mother or father in the hotel lobby that morning. If the 
parent is not present for a hand off prior to departure from the hotel, the student must stay with the group 
indefinitely unless there is a written agreement allowing an alternate solution to take place. Sometimes 
families will request the chance to pick up their child after our last dinner in Florence so that they do not have 
to wake up early and meet us in the hotel lobby the next morning. We deny their request in order to keep our 
commitment for no student to be left alone overnight in their hotel room (including the very last night of the 
trip). 
 

Next Actions for Parents and Students 
 

​ Can Be Done 10/6/26: Sign forms provided at meeting (Note: these are due 2/26/27) 
​ liability release 
​ medical consent 
​ Insurance 
​ behavior agreement 
​ emergency contacts 

​ Due 12/1/26: Complete form: https://forms.gle/Rhdg8eMaaXZvgZjd8 (will also be e-mailed) 
​ Due 12/1/26: Submit copy of US Passport (expiring after 9/10/27) to Elizabeth Johnson. 
​ Due 12/1/26: Submit copy of driver’s license (expiring after 4/1/27) to Elizabeth Johnson. 
​ Due 12/1/26: Update Magnus health via FACTS to include all prescription meds taken on trip. 
​ Due 2/26/2027: Sign forms provided at meeting in October (if you did not complete them that night) 

​ liability release 
​ medical consent 
​ Insurance 
​ behavior agreement 
​ emergency contacts 

​ Due 2/26/27: Clarify and confirm plans to extend the trip with Troy Schuknecht. 
​ Recommended: Secure all items listed on the packing list above. 
​ Recommended: Set up a temporary international calling plan for your child’s mobile phone.  
​ Recommended: Review details of your child’s health insurance for international travel. 
​ Optional: Secure travel insurance for any valuable items your child might lose while traveling. 
​ Optional: Make a personal photocopy of all cards you are taking on the trip. 
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Senior Trip Overview 
 
Day 1: Tuesday, March 9 | Travel Day 
Check-in at DFW airport 
Flight from Dallas to Frankfurt 
 
Day 2: Wednesday, March 10 | An Introduction to Rome 
Layover at Frankfurt International Airport (FRA) then flight from Frankfurt to Rome 
Bus to Hotel Montecarlo 
Walking introduction to Rome including a visit of the Pantheon 
 
Day 3: Thursday, March 11 | The Churches and Art of Rome 
Fellowship at Borghese Park and tour of the Borghese Gallery 
Guided tour of the Vatican Museum and the Basilica of Saint Peter Tour 
 
Day 4: Friday, March 12 | The History of Rome 
Guided tour of Palatine Hill, Roman Forum, and Colosseum 
Panoramic view of evening lights from the terrace of Monument to Victor Emmanuel II 
 
Day 5: Saturday, March 13 | The Ruins of Pompeii and the Amalfi Coast 
Bus from Rome to Pompeii 
Self-guided walking tour of Pompeii 
Bus from Pompeii to Sorrento 
Enjoy the Amalfi Coast 
 
Day 6: Sunday, March 14 | Travel by Boat and Train to Florence 
Travel by boat and train to Florence 
Walking introduction of Florence including a visit to the Basilica di Santa Croce 
 
Day 7: Monday, March 15 | The Basilicas of Florence 
Walk to Piazzale Michelangelo then the Basilica di San Miniato then the Florentine Hills 
Visit the Duomo 
 
Day 8: Tuesday, March 16 | The Basilicas of Florence 
Visit the Uffizi Gallery 
Visit Accademia Gallery 
Family dinner at Brandolino 
 
Day 9: Wednesday, March 17 | Travel Day 
Travel home 
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