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Covenant Classical  School is  an 
extraordinary place in which to teach and 
lead. However, if I am completely honest, it can be overwhelming! 

It seems there is a never-ending set of worthy tasks to be completed, and the 

volume and intensity of the work can create a lot of pressure. Instead of facing 

the stark reality of my own limitations, I often extend myself farther than I 

should. Instead of making intentional, courageous decisions to focus on what is 

essential, I sometimes chase after a perceived notion of what is expected of me. 

I have become increasingly sensitive to the fact that my own pursuit of more is 

often linked to pride rather than efficiency or productivity. God has used these 

personal convictions to prompt a larger conversation at Covenant about the 

kind of culture we are seeking to create, and to make Humility the theme for 

the 2014-2015 school year. 

Covenant has an opportunity and a responsibility as a Christian school 

to create a learning environment where students are given the time and space 

to: build meaningful, godly relationships with teachers and parents; carefully 

consider the ideas which are being taught; reflect on the truth and beauty of 

what is learned; and simply be still and know that God is God… and that they 

are not. Students will only do this to the degree we as teachers and parents model 

it for them, to the degree we face our own weaknesses, sinfulness and pride. It 

will not and cannot happen without a spirit of humility and the recognition 

that we – parents, students, teachers, and administrators – must not occupy 

ourselves with things too great for us (Ps. 131:1). As the Apostle Peter states, 

we must “clothe” ourselves in humility (1 Pet. 5:5). 

We will be discussing Humility in student chapels, classrooms, and faculty 

training this year. If you would like to join us as we learn about humility, I would 

recommend the short book, “Humility: True Greatness,” by C.J. Mahaney as a 

good starting point.  

  Eric Cook, Headmaster

CONTENTS

CCS AUCTION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 | 6-9 P.M.
JOE T. GARCIA’S

RSVP: 817-820-0884 | MCROW@COVENANTFW.ORG
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If you think classical scholars of old were 

all brains and no brawn, think again. “Look at the great 

scholars back in the ancient times – they were all active 

and participating in athletics,” says CCS Athletic 

Director Ron Abrams. 

Athletics is a central component of a well-rounded 

classical education because the ancient scholars were 

committed to building mind, body and spirit, says Abrams.

“Education is like a three-

legged stool. Academics is  

the front leg, and Athletics  

and the Arts are the 

supporting back legs.”

If one of those legs is missing or out of balance, the 
overall education is weaker. 

At Covenant, students can pull on a Cavalier jersey and 

play for the school starting in fifth grade. This early start, 

with a focus on fun and fundamentals, builds the school’s 

student athletes, the Athletic Department and ultimately 

the school community. Events like pep rallies in the gym, 

“Grammar Night” at a Friday night football game, and 

“Senior Night” during basketball season all help our students 

identify themselves as Cavaliers, part of a larger community 

that works together and plays together for the glory of God.

Coach Abrams is committed to keeping Grammar teams 

small to ensure everyone gets play time during games. When 

16 girls in fifth and sixth grades turned out for volleyball this 

fall, Abrams split them into two equal teams so they wouldn’t 

mind
BodySpirit

have to spend so much time on the bench waiting for their 

turn to play. Volunteer parent coaches are the backbone of 

the program, coaching all the Grammar and Logic teams 

except for Logic football. 

Grammar and Logic athletes play in the Christian Schools 

Athletic Fellowship (CSAF), and Rhetoric athletes compete 

in TAPPS Division 1A. Covenant is the third smallest TAPPS 

school in the state, and it will require several more years of 

growth before our Rhetoric teams move up a division. But 

already Covenant offers more sports, better facilities, and more 

competitive teams than many larger schools.  

“You have to think of how young we are. This is only our 

second year with a high school football program. If we can 

stay healthy, I think we’ll have a pretty good run at going to 

the State playoffs,” he says. Abrams is committed to building 

the Athletic Department at Covenant, and as growth allows 

he looks forward to the addition of more sports in the next 

three to five years. 
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The Bright Future 
n American Education

Classical students give Dr. Richard Gamble hope for 
the future. As a college professor for the past 20 years, and 
now as the director of the Honors Program at Hillsdale 
College, Gamble enjoys a front-row view of the evolution 
of the American high school graduate. While many are 
complaining about the state of education in America today, 
Gamble’s vantage point gives him a different perspective. 

“We go around generally so depressed about the state 
of the culture, but look at the homeschool movement and 
now the classical movement – the fact that there is the 
freedom on the state and local level to do these things, to 
build alternatives, whether that’s on the family level or the 
institutional level,” Gamble says. “There is the freedom and 
the determination, the energy, the self-sacrifice of parents 
and teachers and administrators to make this happen. You 
can’t be pessimistic when you see this happening.”

Gamble sees the results of classical education in many 
of his students at Hillsdale College, a school that naturally 
attracts classically-educated students with its offerings of 
400-level Latin seminars and a full Classics department. 
The caliber of these students is remarkable, he says, and 
they are a joy to teach. “I cannot work with these students 

day after day and be totally despondent about the state of 

American culture. You cannot face these 18- and 19-year-

olds and have that reaction.” 

In Gamble’s experience, classically-educated students 

know how to read, how to write, and how to think. They 

can have a conversation about ideas, and demonstrate from 

their reading not only what they know, but why they know 

it, and how they know it. “All of that shows up right away 

in the classroom and there’s a big gap opening between 

them and, let’s say, a suburban Detroit high school. A big 

gap opening up,” Gamble says.

Hillsdale College is so convinced of the value of 

classical education that it created the Barney Charter 

School Initiative to launch K-12 classical charter schools 

throughout the country. The initiative’s website states, 

“Reform of American public education, to be successful and 

good, must be built on a foundation of classical liberal arts 

learning—the kind of learning best suited to a free society 

and most needed for its preservation.”

Great 
Conversation 

Series
Lecture by  

Dr. Richard Gamble

“Remnants 
and Renewal:  
The Future 

of the 
Great 

Tradition”

OCTOBER 24, 2014
Fort Worth Club

306 W. 7th Street

RSVP: 817.820.0884

Through this initiative, Hillsdale is partnering with families, 

teachers and administrators to help launch its classical charter 

schools. There are campuses open in Texas, New Mexico, Georgia 

and Arkansas, and new schools opening soon in Florida, Nevada, 

and Colorado. 

Gamble stumbled upon the world of classical Christian 

education entirely by accident when the first printing of his book, 

“The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What it Means to be an 

Educated Human Being,” sold out immediately to an audience 

he hadn’t even considered. The book is a collection of classic 

writings on education from Aristotle to C.S. Lewis, intended as a 

textbook for university-level Liberal Arts and Classics programs. 

But homeschoolers and classical schools snapped it up, sending it 

into second and third printings. 

As the book became more and more popular among academics 

and homeschoolers, Gamble became a sought-after speaker on the 

subject of classical education. Gamble is grateful to be a member 

of this “tribe” he didn’t know existed, happy to have found such 

a passionate group of educators who are committed to training 

students up toward wisdom, virtue and eloquence. 

GAMBLE IS THE FEATURED LECTURER IN COVENANT’S  

“GREAT CONVERSATION SERIES” THIS FALL. AS PART OF THAT SERIES HE 

WILL SPEAK AT THE FORT WORTH CLUB ON OCTOBER 24, 2014, AT 7 P.M. 

 The event is free of charge and open to the public.  

For promotional materials you can share, or to RSVP for the event,  

visit the school office or call 817-820-0884.
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A yellow school bus at CCS? Yes, there was a yellow school bus at CCS! For the first time, Covenant Classical School chartered 
a school bus for the first of many exciting Music field trips this year.

As a part of the Interim Music Program for the 2014-2015 school year, Covenant is taking students into the community to 
experience a variety of musical talent. It will be a year of inspiration and learning across a variety of platforms and genres. Bass Hall 
selected Covenant to be one of the schools receiving a limited number of tickets to its education-based concert series. The series is 
made possible by the generous donors to Bass Hall.

"My favorite part was the 'Fanfare for the Common Man,'  
because it was all brass and percussion!" said fifth grade student Emma Clifton.

Fifth grade students rode the bus to Ball Hall on September 26 to attend the first performance, “Copland and the Common 
Man,” a depiction of the musical compositions of American composer Aaron Copland. In this live performance, narrated by Major 
Attaway, the Fort Worth Symphony played three of Aaron Copland’s famous pieces: “Fanfare for the Common Man,” “John 
Henry,” and “The Lincoln Portrait.” Prior to attending the performance, CCS Fine Arts Director Andrea Hassenteuffel spent two 
hours with each fifth grade class, talking with them about Aaron Copland’s work, and using a study guide with listening exercises 
to help the students understand the history surrounding the music. 

Students enjoyed the 45-minute concert with other fifth grade students from around the Fort Worth area. There were more 
than 2,000 students in  attendance. The performance not only introduced our students to the work of a great American Composer 
but also introduced the students to a variety of instruments first hand. 

When the students returned back onto our campus they continued discussing how a portrait can be portrayed through music, 

FALL MUSIC EVENTS
OCTOBER 3 
Teaching Artist Residency with Dr. Timothy Hagen, 
flutist with the Dallas Symphony, at CCS  
(3rd- 6th grade) 

OCTOBER 8 
"Brassy Brass,” Dallas Myerson Symphony Center  
(3rd, 5th and 5th grades)

OCTOBER 9 
"Van Cliburn: America's Hero," Bass Hall (4th grade)

OCTOBER 21 
UNT's "One O'Clock Lab Band," Bass Hall (6th grade)

OCTOBER 27 
Dallas Symphony's String Quintet performing  
2 workshop concerts at CCS (K-12th grade)

DECEMBER 16 
"The Nutcracker,” Bass Hall (3rd grade)

FALL DATES TBD: 
Dallas Symphony's Brass Quintet performing  
2 workshop concerts at CCS (K-12th grade)

Guest singer-songwriter Christa Black performing  
and hosting workshops with CCS students

Guest music teachers at CCS (K-3rd grade)

Kindergarten Music - Fall sessions with guest Music 
teacher Carol Spencer (six weeks)

and how Copland captured the American spirit in his work. Students discussed the relevance of the Civil War and World War II 

to the pieces they heard. They discussed how Copland’s “John Henry” helped bring attention to racial injustice and the unity that 

took place by building the US Railroads. Students recognized some of Copland’s work from movie soundtracks they had heard. 

They discussed how repetition and emphasis can be used in music to create feeling in an audience.

For the next Music field trip, third, fifth and sixth grade students will travel to the Dallas Myerson Symphony Center on 

October 8 for a performance of “Brassy Brass.” Students will enjoy a day at the symphony learning about brass instruments 

through a live education performance. Following the performance, the group will discuss the things they saw and learned over a 

picnic in the Klyde Warren Park before returning to school.   Andrea Hassenteuffel, Fine Arts Director

Music: Live!
C C S  O P E N S  T H E  W O R L D  O F  L I V E  P E R F O R M A N C E  TO  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  M U S I C  F I E L D  T R I P S
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Welcome the 
New Faculty

ANDREW ELIZALDE, DEAN OF ACADEMICS

Andrew Elizalde earned his B.A. in mathematics 

at Depauw University with a minor in physics 

and a minor in religious studies, and he 

received the H.E.H. Greenleaf award as the 

most outstanding 2001 graduate of the 

school’s mathematics program. His teaching 

experience includes work in both public and 

private schools in subjects ranging from 

5th  grade mathematics to advanced calculus 

and physics. In addition to serving at the 

Dean of Academics at Covenant, Andrew also 

offers consulting services to classical Christian 

schools and has been a keynote speaker at 

both the ICS Math and Science Lyceum and 

SCL annual conferences. Andrew and his wife, 

Brooke, have three daughters, two of whom are 

enrolled at Covenant.

DIANE BOREN, GRAMMAR ART

Mrs. Boren graduated from the University of 

Georgia with a degree in art/art education. 

She taught elementary art at public schools in 

Georgia and Texas, and home schooled her two 

children, Tug and Ansley, before enrolling them 

at Covenant this year. Diane and her husband, 

Scott, have been married eight years.

STEPHANIE BOSS, FIFTH GRADE
Stephanie received a B.A. in psychology 
from Louisiana Tech University, and an M.A. 
in religious education with a concentration 
in Childhood Education from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. This will be 
Stephanie’s tenth year teaching fifth grade and 
her eighth year at Covenant. Stephanie and her 
husband, Rob, have been married for 24 years. 
Their daughters, Hannah and Sarah, are both 
Covenant graduates.

EVAN BURROUGHS,  
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE LATIN, IT DIRECTOR

Evan Burroughs earned a B.A. in biblical 
studies from Oklahoma Baptist University, 
and an M.Div., with a concentration in Old 
Testament, from Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He intends to pursue 
his doctorate in Old Testament studies and 

linguistics. He was interested in teaching from 
a young age, developing a passion for Biblical 

studies and languages in college.

MELONNIE KLEIN, THIRD GRADE
Mrs. Klein graduated from John Brown University 
with a B.S. in elementary education. She has taught 
in the inner city of Kansas City, worked in the music 
business in Nashville, and taught more than 25 
years at Christ Presbyterian Academy in Nashville. 
She and her husband, Don, have a son, Jordan, 
serving as an officer in the Navy in Bahrain.

SALLY LOISEL, FIRST GRADE
Mrs. Loisel received a journalism degree from 
the University of Nebraska. After completing 
graduate level coursework at the University of 
North Texas in special education and receiving 
her teacher certification, Sally taught in the 
public school system and was a children’s 
ministry director at her church. She feels 
blessed to be teaching at Covenant, where her 
son and daughter both attend.

HANNA MULLIKIN, KINDERGARTEN
Hanna Mullikin grew up in the Netherlands 
before moving to Fort Worth to attend the 
College of Saints John Fisher and Thomas 
More, where she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal arts. Mrs. Mullikin taught in the Fort 
Worth Independent School District for two 
years before joining the Covenant faculty as a 
kindergarten teacher. Hanna and her husband, 
Benjamin, have been married three years. 

CHARLOTTE SEIFERT, LOGIC/RHETORIC ART
Charlotte Seifert has 18 years of experience 
teaching in private Christian schools.   She has 
a passion for art and teaching art to young 
people. She earned a B.F.A. and M.F.A. in painting 
from Southern Methodist University.   She has 
exhibited her work in Texas, Virginia, Indiana and 
Kansas. Charlotte has two grown sons, and she 
enjoys art museums, book clubs, yoga and tennis.
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Grammar Night 2014


