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CLASS OF 2016 
SENIOR THESIS 
PRESENTATIONS

UPPER SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

1701 WIND STAR WAY, FORT WORTH, TEXAS

PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY. PRESENTATIONS WILL 

BEGIN PROMPTLY AT THE APPOINTED TIMES.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

CALL 817.820.0884

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2016 

8:15 A.M. | HANNAH HUMPHREYS 

“IMAGINATION LOST: TECHNOLOGY AND THE 

DETERIORATION OF CHILD’S PLAY”

9:30 A.M. | CHARIS WATT 

“THE GLASS SLIPPER AND THE GLASS CEILING: 

DISNEY’S SHALLOW IDEAL”

10:20 A.M. | MACY HOTCHKISS 

“WAKE UP AMERICA, IT’S TIME TO SLEEP”

11:10 A.M. | JACOB SALTER 

“A LIFE REDEEMED: HARRY POTTER AND THE 

HERO WITH A THOUSAND FACES”

1:40 P.M. | COLLIN FREDRICKS 

“THE VIRTUE OF SELFISHNESS: AYN RAND AS 

MORAL ATHEIST”

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 

8:15 A.M. | DAVID MCCARTY 

“FINDING GOD IN GODOT: BECKETT’S ALLEGORICAL 

CONDEMNATION OF THE DIVINE”

9:30 A.M. | TOMMY BENKE 

“THE UNEXAMINED EDUCATION IS NOT WORTH 

CREATING”

10:20 A.M. | RACHEL CAPPER 

“LEARNING ON THE RUN: EXERCISE AS AN 

ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION”

11:10 A.M.  | WILLIAM SCHEFFRAHN 

“YOU DO USE IT EVERYDAY: THE EXISTENCE OF 

MATHEMATICS”

1:40 P.M. | VICTOR FONTENOT 

“CITIZENSHIP IN FLUX: HOW MASS IMMIGRATION 

TRANSFORMS THE NATIVE SOCIETY” 

2:30 P.M. | KELLY MCCONNELL 

“PAY FOR PLAY: CORRUPTION AND 

COMMERCIALIZATION IN THE ACADEMY”

Dinner Theatre Production

SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH

6:00 o’clock in the evening

1701 Wind Star Way

Fort Worth. Texas

Mature Language & Themes

by John Steinbeck

Covenant Fine Arts Presents
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I recently heard someone 

recite a poem called Forecast 

by Luci Shaw. It is short, 

but pregnant with meaning:

 planting
 seeds�
  inevitably
   changes my 
  feelings
 about 
rain

Planting seeds changes everything. It makes the mess and muck of a muddy 
rain the beginning of a bright and living hope. At Covenant we are planting seeds 
every day. Teachers deposit their wisdom, love and knowledge into the hearts and 
lives of our students. It is often messy, but inevitably we see the life and fruit that 
careful cultivation yields. 

At Covenant, spring is when we engage in our school-wide service project 
called Project Hope. Students drop their books for a day and get dirty for the 
good of their neighbors. Even though many of them, no doubt, do not perceive 
the symbolism of their actions, the students are physically illustrating the promise 
of redemption. They are invited to think and act in ways that require dying to self 
for the life of others. What could be more formative in a Christian education?

Another spring Covenant event and tradition is Grandparents’ Day. It is a joy 
to watch our grandparents plant seeds in the lives of their grandchildren and make 
the time to invest in their education. 

The season of seed planting, whether literal or spiritual, provides hope for 
renewal and the promise of a beautiful future. Of course all of these experiences 
are to point us to the death and resurrection of Christ. As Martin Luther said, 
“Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in 
every leaf in springtime.” Spring is the time to remember that Christ’s death and 
resurrected life are real and transformative, for us and those around us.

Covenant is in a continual process of renewal. We have embarked on a 
campaign called Growing Together: The Campaign for Covenant. The seeds many 
of you are planting toward our expansion will provide opportunities for many 
more students to acquire the character, skills, and knowledge to lead, serve and 
go sow their own seeds to the glory of God. We are blessed to be planting and 
growing with you.

  Eric Cook, Headmaster

CONTENTS
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A Tradition of Service: Project Hope
“They were like a swarm of locusts!” 

said one volunteer mom, after watching 
120 tiny gardeners clear the new spring 
grass that covered the Como Community 
garden. First and second grade students 
from Covenant and Como Elementary 
spilled out of buses and vans and 
filled the fenced garden area, working 
together to pull grass and weeds from the 
garden. They were part of Project Hope, 
Covenant's annual school-wide service 
project in the Como area of Fort Worth.

More than 440 Covenant volunteers 
– including students, staff, parents and 
grandparents – spent an entire school day 
in March serving together around the 
Como area. Covenant’s youngest students 

painted bird houses and made cards for 
senior citizens, potted plants to give to 
the teachers at Como Elementary, worked 
in and around the community garden, 
and prepped a baseball field.

Older students and adult volunteers 
built playground equipment, a Tiny 
Library stocked with free books, and 
picnic tables painted for games of Tic-
Tac-Toe and checkers. They planted 
flowers and trimmed bushes at places like 
the Nehemiah House, Como Elementary, 
Pleasant Mt. Gilead Church and Rivertree 
Academy. 

“Project Hope is one of our favorite 
traditions at Covenant. We love that we 
get to spend this day serving together as 

an entire school community. It is quite 
a logistical feat to pull off, but Michelle 
Pettke, Keith Larance, and Fontaine 
Shannon did an amazing job coordinating 
Project Hope this year,” said CCS 
Development Director Caroline James. 
“We are so grateful for the support of our 
sponsors, The Miles Foundation,  and the 
Sid W. Richardson Foundation. Project 
Hope would not be possible without their 
financial support and we appreciate their 
commitment to our community. Silver 
Creek also generously provided materials 
and labor for projects at all locations. We 
appreciate their faithful support of our 
school of Project Hope.”
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They plop down on the ground, 
knees sinking into the damp earth, and 
plunge their hands into the soft dirt. 
Digging, scraping, searching, one by 
one they pull up the treasures they find 
in the dormant 2nd Grade Garden. 

Leigh Anne Salter, a veteran CCS 
teacher and “a friend to plants,” (as 
her students put it), teaches botany 

work connects a gardener to God in 
a unique way. God chose to place the 
first man and woman in a garden, after 
all. Pettke says she continually marvels 
at how one can see evidence for God’s 
existence everywhere in a garden. She 
is excited to share her enthusiasm for 
God’s creation with CCS’ 2nd grade 
botanists.  

Digging Deep
to all three sections of 2nd grade each 
year. With help from CCS mom and 
volunteer Michelle Pettke, a certified 
permaculture designer, 2nd grade 
students get to learn about botany the 
way nature intended it: outside, getting 
dirty. 

Working the soil, planting seeds, 
nurturing growth, harvesting – the 
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cycle,” says Pettke. “We want them to see 
that we can learn from every stage, even 
the stages that aren’t very pretty. A plant 
is serving its life’s purpose even after it 
dies because it provides new seeds and 
becomes nourishment for other plants.” 

Teaching 2nd grade students is a lot 
like tending 
a garden in 
the early 
stages, says 
Salter. She 
sees her part 
as prepping the soil, and knows God 
will provide someone else to plant, and 
someone else to water down the road. 
“This is the beauty of living and teaching 
in community. Each stage is crucial and 

necessary,” she says.
The students begin each botany 

lesson by reciting Isaiah 40:8 
together: “The grass withers and the 
flowers fade, but the word of the 

Through the course of the school 
year, the students see the plants go from 
the current dormant stage, to seeds, 
to sprouts, to full-grown plants before 
school lets out for summer break. They 
will grow herbs, lettuce and beans in their 
garden this year. 

They will also see the way God 
reveals Himself – even His salvation story 
– through nature. Pettke and Salter point 
out to the children the cycle of birth, 
growth, death and resurrection. They talk 
about how God uses all stages of a plant’s 
life, how God uses winter to protect the 
seeds for spring, and that every season 
and stage of life is crucial. 

“We could have chosen to keep the 
garden all neat and clean year round, 
clearing out the 
dead plants, but we 
want the children 
to be able to learn 
from the whole 

I found a 
bean pod!

I got the 
whole root!

Lord stands forever.” On Garden days, 
they may end their botany lessons with a 
little mud on their khaki shorts and dirt 
under their fingernails. Those are the best 
days.
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Grandparents Day at Covenant is 
like a giant, campus-wide “Show and 
Tell” project that gets bigger and better 
each year. This year, 250 grandparents 
joined their grandchildren (and a few 
“adopted” grandchildren) on March 
23 for a full schedule of P.E. games, 
science experiments, art projects, music 
class, a photo booth and a Mock Trial 
demonstration – and that was all before 
lunch! 

Grandparents enjoyed lunch 
together, catered by Reata, and then they 
got a glimpse of what it takes to prepare 
a Senior Thesis, as presented by members 
of the Class of 2016. Amy and Ron 
Russell shared about their experiences as 
CCS grandparents, and why they chose 
to serve as chairs for the Campaign 
for Covenant grandparent committee. 
Brooks Danley, Campaign Chair, shared 
the future building plans of the school 

with the grandparents. Grades K-6 

performed a special Grandparents Day 

Recitation, followed by a preview of the 

CCS spring musical, Wizard of Oz.  

“Grandparents have always been a big 

part of the Covenant community, so we 

love to celebrate them on Grandparents 

Day,” says CCS Headmaster Eric Cook. 

“It is great to watch them enjoy the school 

with their grandchildren.”

WELCOME, GRANDPARENTS
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Volunteers go by many names at 

Covenant, but some of our favorites are 

“Grandma” and “Grandpa.” CCS grandparents 

are contributing to the life and growth 

of the school everywhere you look -- in 

classrooms, on committees, and on field 

trips. They serve as mentors. They coach 

sports teams. They run the school’s Box 

Top program to raise money for the school. 

They make copies, sharpen pencils and file 

papers. They read to kindergarten students 

at Read-Aloud time. They listen to students 

read to them in Reading Groups. They work 

backstage during theatre productions. They 

serve Chik-Fil-A on Fun Lunch days. They 

cheer on our athletes, artists, performers 

and mock trial competitors. They spread the 

word about Covenant all over Fort Worth. 

Top to bottom: Patty Walker, Box Top 

program coordinator; Tom Johnson, varsity 

basketball coach; Elizabeth Thompson, 

kindergarten reader; Ron and Amy Russell, 

members of the Campaign for Covenant 

committee, Mr. Russell serves as a mentor 

to House captains; Larry Messer, Project 

Hope volunteer.

CAN YOU 
SPOT THE 

VOLUNTEER?↗
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Covenant junior Josiah Brown is the first 
CCS athlete to qualify for the finals in the 
prestigious Texas Relays. This year’s relays 
were the largest ever with 5,100 high school 
athletes representing 817 high schools, and 
7,500 total participants from 186 colleges and 
universities, and 293 professional athletes, 
from 32 states and 20 countries.

Josiah ran a new personal best and set 
a school record with a time of 15:20 in the 
110m. hurdles in his qualifying race. In the high 
school Division One final, he finished ninth with 
a 15:33, which is the second fastest time he has 
ever run.

“I am very proud of him,” Coach Abrams 
said. “Covenant was undoubtedly the smallest 
school represented in the meet. There were no 
other TAPPS 1A athletes entered, nor anyone 
from a TCAF, TCAL or UIL (public) 1A schools with 
any qualified athletes. The fact that he (and 
Rachel Capper last year) even get selected is a 
great accomplishment.”

Josiah Brown Advances to Finals at Texas Relays

Varsity Cavaliers Take Bi-District Title
Covenant’s varsity men’s basketball 

team advanced farther than ever before in 

the TAPPS 1A State Basketball Tournament 

in February. The Cavaliers clenched their 

third consecutive playoff berth with a win 

against Wichita Falls Christ Academy 54-32 

on February 9, which was also Senior Night 

in the Cavalier Gymnasium. The Cavs went 

on to beat Athens Christian Preparatory 

Academy 60-42 in the first round of 

playoffs, before falling to Fredricksburg’s 

Heritage School in the second round. The 

varsity team finished their season as the 

Bi-District Champions with a record of 15-

10. The team was coached by CCS Head 

Basketball Coach Mike Miller, and CCS 

grandparent volunteer Tom Johnson.
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1701 Wind Star Way, Fort Worth, Texas 76108
www.covenantfw.org | 817.820.0884

6th grade NASA field trip


