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Do you wish you could go to school at Covenant? 

This is your opportunity! 
 

Join us for our

Great Conversation Series Seminar:

Augustine’s Confessions
Augustine's Confessions is one of the most profound works of the  

western tradition. Join this engaging, discussion-oriented  
seminar on Augustine’s most celebrated work. 

 
FOUR MONDAY NIGHTS 

January 26 - February 16, 2015 | 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Faculty: Marcus Foster, Jeff Perkins and Jeanette Faulkner
Covenant Classical School, Upper School building, Room A106

No charge, childcare provided on request 

RSVP: 817.820.0884, ext. 300

Visual Arts 
Spring Showcase 

featuring the artwork of Upper School 

studio art and photography & design students

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION 
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2015, 7 P.M.

Fort Worth Community Arts Center, 1300 Gendy Street

 A $1,000 college scholarship  
will be awarded to the Best of Show Winner.

The SOUND of MUSIC
Music by RICHARD RODGERS

Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II          
Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE

Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp

Gettin
g to Know...

Save g dates!
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 7 P.M.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2:30 P.M. AND 7 P.M.
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1701 Wind Star Way, Fort Worth, TX 76108

OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-THURSDAY 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.  

FRIDAY 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

817.820.0884 ph | 817.246.5027 fax

info@covenantfw.org

covenantfw.org

f/covenantfw

Education is tied to some interesting 
metaphors. One envisions education as the filling of an empty vessel. 

Plutarch said the opposite: “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting 

of a fire.” Plato likened education to childbirth, with the teacher as the midwife. 

The Apostle Paul used metaphors to relate his preaching and teaching to the way in 

which spiritual growth happens. He told the Corinthians that although he planted 

and others watered, it was God who gave the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). 

Each one of these metaphors implies something about the role of the learner, the 

teacher and the nature of education. Although all of the metaphors contain elements 

of truth, Paul’s metaphor best captures the picture of education at Covenant. Like 

agriculture, education is a paradoxical process. To use Paul’s metaphor, we recognize 

that we labor in vain if the Lord does not build the house (Ps. 127:1), but we 

must not use that to excuse our own deficiencies. We should not conclude that 

because God is the ultimate source of growth, we do not need to be diligent in 

cultivation. Like good farmers, we must work hard and pray without ceasing. We 

must employ Paul’s attitude of laboring more abundantly than all, but with the 

humble recognition that it is Christ who works in and through us.

In this issue of Tis Areté, you will read about Megan Garcia, CCS ’14, who 

shares her experience at Covenant. Megan, like many young people, did not 

necessarily see the immediate value of the things she was learning, nor understand 

the explicit purpose of what she was being asked to do. However, Megan’s teachers 

(and no doubt her parents) did understand. They were purposeful about providing 

an environment in which all of the elements of growth were present. 

What we do at Covenant is intentional and carefully designed. We are 

aiming our students towards a specific and carefully defined end: the Portrait of 

a Graduate. However, we do understand that while Covenant seeks to create an 

environment in which students can grow and thrive, ultimately the growth and fruit 

we desire are things we cannot manufacture. It is God who gives the increase!

  Eric Cook, Headmaster
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For the second annual “Afternoon of Shakespeare,” Logic and 
Rhetoric students performed a scene from “Antony and Cleopatra” 

and an abbreviated version of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  
CCS Theatre Director Kate Hicks shared with us her thoughts on 

studying Shakespeare with classical students.
Q:  WHY IS SHAKESPEARE A GOOD FIT FOR 
THEATRE STUDENTS AT A CLASSICAL SCHOOL? 

A: To study Shakespeare is the most obvious 
choice for a classical school. His works are 
enduring. He is the creator of many words 
and phrases that we still use today in our 
everyday language. Who has not referred 
to the “green eyed monster of jealousy?” 
Or recalled that “a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet?” Shakespeare had a 
deep understanding of human nature and 
he had the uncanny ability to share those 
inner thoughts in memorable words and 
phrases. I think in a modern world of so 
much texting and shorthand abbreviations 
of our language, learning Shakespeare 
teaches us to appreciate the beauty of our 
language. His poetic turns of phrase create 
beauty and our students are enriched 
by not only hearing and reading it, but 
speaking it within the context of a given 
show which speaks to them in a much 
more personal way. 

Q: HOW DO STUDENTS REACT WHEN THEY FIRST 
APPROACH A SHAKESPEARE PLAY IN YOUR 
THEATRE CLASS? DO THEIR ATTITUDES CHANGE 
OVER THE COURSE OF THE PRODUCTION?

A: They are not thrilled about it in the 
beginning! The most common complaint 
is that it is hard to understand, doesn’t 
make sense, the humor isn’t what they 

“get.” And of course they worry over 
learning so many lines. Just as in most 
classes here at Covenant, we expect 
a lot of our students. And they don’t 
disappoint. As they were assigned their 
characters they began to understand 
the lines and intent of the lines. As we 
rehearsed together they began to realize 
the relationships between the characters. 
The humor in “Midsummer” began to 
make sense. The intensity of “Cleopatra” 
became real. And then came the show 
with the appreciation of a great audience, 
and they fully realized the power of 
Shakespeare. They did not all become 
instant Shakespeare lovers, of course, but 
they gained a new appreciation for one of 
the greatest playwrights in history. 

Q: YOU'VE BEEN TEASED ABOUT BEING A 
"PURIST" FOR INSISTING THAT THE “AFTERNOON 
OF SHAKESPEARE" BE PERFORMED OUTSIDE 
AS LONG AS WEATHER PERMITS. WHY IS THIS 
IMPORTANT TO YOU?

A: Part of what I want to teach the 
students is how to perform and adapt 
to various environments. Shakespeare 
was originally performed in an open 
air theatre. His characters’ words set 
the scene. The patrons had to listen 
for clues in the dialogue to know what 
the setting was. It teaches the students 
that they are the most important tool 
in delivering not only the character, 
but the whole idea of where and when 
the moments exist in the play. We use 
minimal set pieces and rely only on 
God’s natural light. It teaches them 
better projection since we do not use 
microphones. Learning to work with 
sets, props and technology are also 
important lessons in stagecraft, but 
Shakespeare is an excellent choice for 
the outside venue. 

“What fools these mortals be!”
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Were Mary and Joseph on welfare? Did the shepherds 
plot to kill King Herod? Did the Angel of the Lord really 
say, “Shazam”?

Covenant Fine Arts presented three hilarious and touching 
performances of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” in early 
December. Crowds of parents, grandparents and friends roared 
with laughter as Imogene, Ralph, Leroy, Claude, Ollie and 
Gladys Herdman bullied their way into the church Christmas 
pageant and took over. The Herdmans had never heard the 
Christmas story before, so the details confused them a little at 
first. But they fought their way – literally – to the center of the 
story and discovered the truth and beauty of God’s Son being 
born in a manger in Bethlehem. Along the way, the Herdmans 
opened the eyes of the church members (and the audience) to 
see the familiar story in a new light.

Being part of the production was a learning experience 
for the cast on several levels. In addition to learning lines, 
blocking and acting techniques, cast members gained a 
new understanding of the story as well. Sarah Landrum, an 
eighth grade student who played one of the church ladies, 
commented on her new perspective of Mary and Joseph. 

“They were dirty, smelly and had nowhere to go. We usually 
picture a beautiful flowing dress and white angel costumes, 
but these people were poor and dirty, not perfect. The play 
refers to them as ‘looking like refugees.’ I had never thought 
of it like that before,” Sarah said.

When asked what would happen if the Herdmans enrolled 
at Covenant, most cast members were convinced the Herdman 
kids would cause chaos in the classrooms, hate all the rules, and 
love all the “free” things in the lockers. Grace Burgess, a 6th 
grade member of the angel choir, said, “All our teachers would 
quit and we would have no school.” 

Several students commented that the Herdmans might not 
like going to school at Covenant at first, but Covenant would 
be good for them. Eliot Shannon, a 4th grade student who 
played a shepherd, said, “It would be crazy, but it would be 
good to teach them about Christ.”

Shazam!
Best

Christmas 
Pageant 
Ever!
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To all my friends and family at Covenant,
In all honesty, I wish I could tell you that high school is a breeze and that there will be 

nothing but fun times awaiting you. To a point, this is true. I wouldn’t trade my high school 
experience for the world. I have made many lifelong friends with both my peers and teachers, 
deepened my love of learning, participated in numerous extracurricular activities, and even 
traveled to Italy in my time at this school. 

However, there is the workload that constantly looms over you. It’s no secret that the 
academics at Covenant can be extremely rigorous at times. Believe me. I have been there 
and I have done that. This school requires and expects much from you. From memorizing 
countless Latin and Greek charts to writing and presenting a 20-page thesis, there are times 
where quitting does become an option. It is often easy to look at other schools, both public and 
private, and wish that you too could coast so easily through high school. I frequently found 
myself in the same situation.

Nevertheless, while it may not always seem like it, Covenant will equip you with three 
important basic necessities for both college and life: a solid foundation in education, a firm 
stance in your beliefs, and important social skills. 

As I look back on my high school years at Covenant, I am extremely proud of myself and 
my classmates for having the endurance to struggle through so many grueling years. I can 
honestly say that Covenant has made me unafraid to face any academic challenge. It has taught 
me that true knowledge cannot be spoon-fed. True knowledge requires critical thinking, asking 
intelligent questions, and the ability to discover things for yourself. I know your teachers 
remind you time and time again that eventually all this hard work will pay off, and they are 
right. 

Even with only a single semester behind me, I can already see a distinct difference between 
my peers and myself. Covenant has given me and will also give you the tools to constantly 
think critically and the courage to face any academic challenge that is thrown your way.

Covenant also prepared me spiritually. I chose to go to Palm Beach Atlantic University, 
and while the school classifies itself as a nondenominational Christian school, there have been 
instances where both students and professors have questioned my faith and personal beliefs. 

Looking Back
Megan Garcia ’14 is thriving in her first semester of 
college at Palm Beach Atlantic University. Reflecting 
on her Covenant education recently, she said she 
wished she could give current CCS students a 
message: “Stick with it – it’s worth it!” At our request 
she wrote an Open Letter to Covenant students, 
sharing her thoughts on how Covenant prepared 
her academically, spiritually and socially for life 
beyond high school.

ACADEMICS
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While I’m not being bombarded with harsh questions in attempts to simply tear me down, this 
goes to show that no matter what college you attend, there will always be people who want to 
know why you believe what you believe. 

At Covenant, classes like church history, history of philosophy, and philosophy of theology 
seem to be some cruel form of torture that the faculty puts students through. But now I 
understand why we take those classes. I recall the first few years of high school being a complete 
and utter train wreck when it came to my faith. Why did I believe what I believed? These are 
the kinds of questions the teachers (mainly Mr. Hoshauer) at Covenant ask again and again. 
It is both repetitious and annoying, I know, but now, unlike many of my college peers, I can 
confidently express what I believe in an intelligent manner. 

Another issue that concerns both students and parents at Covenant is the social atmosphere. 
While it has grown considerably within just the past few years, it still remains a small, Christian 
school. Many of the older students love and hate the fact that the upper school and their classes 
are considerably smaller than most schools. Being such a small school definitely has its perks. 
It is easy to build and maintain long-lasting relationships with your fellow students because 
you see them everyday! However, numerous people worry that social skills are inhibited due to 
Covenant’s small number. 

People often ask me if it has been hard making friends over this past semester. The answer 
is yes and it will be for any college freshman. Whether you went to home school, private 
school, or public school, you will be thrown into a wave of unknown people and be forced to 
adapt at some point in your life. I will say this: my friends who went to public or large private 
schools often treat college like high school. They will find people who are similar to them and 
they latch solely onto these individuals. On the contrary, people from small schools or home 
schools are the ones who are more likely to branch out of their comfort zones to meet people 
who are not like them. Besides my education, Covenant has prepared me with the ability to 
meet and love people who are different from me. I have met people who are smarter, more 
outgoing, and braver than I am. They push me to be a better person, which is something I 
could not hope to achieve if I was surrounded by people like me. 

Covenant is challenging. Covenant is small. But Covenant will not leave you unprepared. It is 
easy to give up and it is easy to go to a different school. I encourage you to continue to push forward 
and persevere because, I assure you, there is nothing more rewarding than walking across the stage 
and receiving a diploma from Covenant Classical School.  Megan Garcia

ALUMNI CHAPEL 
Six members of the Class of 2014 returned to cam-

pus for our first Alumni Chapel. The panelists shared 

their thoughts on their first semester of college, 

and how well Covenant prepared them for this next 

stage of their lives. The general consensus? All that 

writing and reading at Covenant really does pay off!

ACADEMICS



Trickle-Down Discipleship 

What a blessing it is to be able to send our children to a 
school where Christ is interspersed in all we do. Truly, Covenant 
is unique and special in so many ways. Our kids are not exempt 
from the heart struggles that are common to the human 
condition, but they are blessed to attend a school that prioritizes 
their discipleship. 

One of the verses the grammar school students memorize in 
chapel is Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” 
A new tradition at Covenant this year seeks to bolster the spirit 
and discipline of truly considering others more significant 
than oneself. Logic and rhetoric students are holding biweekly 
devotions with fourth graders. 

This process began with the goal of instructing the younger 
girls in what it truly means to be sisters in Christ. Many believe 
that “girl drama” is an inevitable part of the school experience, but 
we have set out to alter this paradigm. The beauty of older girls 
leading younger is radiant. Throughout the American culture at 
large, young girls and women alike are inundated with confusing 
messages of what it means to be female. If we do not provide 
intentional, biblical teaching about true femininity, our girls will 
naturally fall into the detrimental patterns of thought, choice, 
and relational destruction. Having models just a step ahead of 
them, within their own school, is a blessing. They have someone 
worth imitating and emulating. In turn, the older girls are able to 
feel the weight of responsibility and proudly strive to be worthy 
as examples of Christlike compassion, self-control, and love. 

The girls’ devotional times were so successful we branched 
out into preventing “boy drama” as well. While fewer people 
think of this as a societal issue, it can be just as harmful as 
problems between girls. Once the upper school boys found 
that they could instruct their younger counterparts in the art 
of masculinity in Christ, they threw themselves into it with 
gusto. The older boys have proven themselves more than up to 
the task of shepherding the fourth graders. Many have become 
very committed to guiding and instructing the younger boys 
in so many ways. There is plenty of Bible study, frequently 
interspersed with soccer and swordplay. The younger boys 
revel in attention from “big boys,” often returning from their 
devotion times with renewed thoughtfulness, gentleness, and 
consideration for others. 

Thus far, this new program has been a blessing for all the 
students involved. The older students receive instruction from 
teachers and are being trained to mentor. The students then pass 
along the wisdom shared. Now the fourth graders are receiving 
the bounties of the experiences of the older children. Soon they 
will take up the mantle of the “big kids,” passing along the love 
and devotion that has been shown to them to the next group 
of “little kids.” 

Covenant has always had a strong and nurturing community. 
This program helps to deepen the health and Christlike nature 
of our school. What a wonderfully symbiotic relationship this is.  

  Lorrie Baker, 4th grade teacher
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Fruit of
the Spirit

AWARDS

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER, 2014

Each month we recognize how the Spirit has blessed 
our students by giving the Fruit of the Spirit Awards.

 The classroom teachers look for ways the Holy Spirit is working in the lives of our students and we recognize that work during our Chapel 

time. During the first semester of this school year, we recognized students for the fruits of kindness, gentleness, goodness and peace. 

KINDNESS | SEPTEMBER 2014

GENTLENESS | NOVEMBER 2014

GOODNESS | OCTOBER 2014

PEACE | DECEMBER 2014
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 On November 29th at 1:47 p.m., I stepped out of 
the locker room and onto the field for one final time. 

My football team had made it through two previous rounds 
of the TAPPS State Playoffs to get to where we were, the State 
Semi-finals game. The emotions were high and we wanted to get 
this win for our brother, Towner Webster, who tore his labrum 
in the win the week before against Wichita Falls Notre Dame. 
Towner was a vital member of the team; he led the team in 
receiving touchdowns and was our best cover corner. 

We all knew that this game was going to be very tough, not 
only because we were left with only eight guys, but also because 
our opponent was the favorite to win State and had beat us 
previously in the regular season. We ended up losing that day, 
but we never stopped fighting.

I have worn the number seven on my Cavalier jersey since 
my sixth grade year, back when we did not win much. Even 
though the beginning of my career as a Cavalier was not very 
successful, I learned to love the game. I believe that football is 

the most beneficial sport for a young man. I learned so much 
about who I am, about others, and about life through football. 
It has taught me things that other sports can’t and things that 
would have been hard to learn without football. 

Football has taught me how to work with others, how to 
be a good sport, how to compete, how to be committed to 
something, how to never give up, how to love your teammates 
well, how to respect authority, how to be a godly leader, how 
to glorify God through your performance, how to be humble, 
how to deal with losing, how to overcome getting physically 
beat down, and how to represent your school well. The sport 
of football is different than other sports because no other sport 
requires the same amount of physicality that football does. Every 
game is like a battle and you have to protect your brothers and 
watch their backs. 

No sport draws a team as close together as football does. 
There is something about being in the trenches every week with 
the same guys and experiencing blood, sweat, and tears together 
that creates a special bond. In football, the victories are sweeter 
and the losses are tougher. That is because of how physically 
demanding each game is and how many hours go into each 
game every week. Also, games are far less frequent that other 
sports, so you have to make every one count. 

Having football at Covenant has meant so much to me and 
has helped me become the man that I am today. As much as 
I like other parts about Covenant, my football experience will 
always be my favorite part. I will never forget the memories I 
have in a Cavalier uniform.    Callen Clark, CCS ‘15

One
Final
Drive
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