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sees the world through God's eyes
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FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 7:30 P.M.
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2:30 P.M. s 7:30 P.M.

Covenant Classical School auditorium

$10 ADULT | $5 STUDENT

Peter Baur draws on his experience 

as a father, teacher, and coach to 

discuss the transformational power 

of seeing your child as an Image 

Bearer. Baur will encourage parents 

to see how God has uniquely shaped 

each of their children. 

Seeing God’s Glory 
in Your Children

 A CONVERSATION WITH PETER BAUR 

GREAT CONVERSATION SERIES
covenant classical school

FRIDAY, APRIL 8 AT 7:00 P.M.
COVENANT CLASSICAL SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

RSVP: RGUVERNATOR@COVENANTFW.ORG, 817.820.0884 x300



One of the most exciting and fulfilling 

aspects of leadership is seeing a vision 

come into reality. When I came to Covenant in 2009, there were 

147 students and about 25 faculty and staff. The school lost about 30 students that 

spring and there were multiple layers of transition taking place. There were many 

uncertainties and challenges in front of us. However, God provided in abundant 

ways and we were able to build on the solid foundations of Covenant’s mission. 

Yet, even in the midst of all our growth, Covenant has been faithful to 

retain the integrity of its mission. In this edition of Tis Areté, you will see the 

evidences of God’s ongoing provision and grace to Covenant. Elizabeth Wade, 

our first graduate, spoke to our students in Chapel about her mission work in the 

Middle East and her heart for the gospel. She exemplifies the kind of character 

and thoughtful engagement with the world that we desire at Covenant. In that 

sense, not much has changed in our school since she was a student here. Covenant 

continues to strive to make Christ preeminent in the education we provide; we 

shape young men and women who love God and prepare students for a deep and 

thoughtful engagement with the world.

When I look at the work God has done and is doing among our students, past 

and present, I am humbled and grateful; especially as I see more opportunities for 

families and students to benefit from a Covenant education.  Of course, in order 

for more students to receive a Covenant education, the school must continue to 

expand its facilities. As you will read, the Master Plan lays out a strategic plan to 

add more classrooms and meeting spaces to the school. It represents an exciting 

path forward to enhancing the education Covenant can deliver. I pray that this 

edition of Tis Areté will show you Covenant’s vision and inspire you to participate 

in the next phase of our growth. 

In Christ,

  Eric Cook, Headmaster
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To be, or not to be...
The production of Hamlet on 

November 14, 2015, was our third 
presentation of “An Afternoon of 
Shakespeare” in the courtyard. 

This was by far the most ambitious 
endeavor of the three. It involved 37 
students in three different classes of 
Theatre at various levels that only 
rehearsed as a combined unit two times. 
These students met the challenge and 
performed beautifully and cohesively. 
This was also the first time that students 

served as the stage manager and crew. 
Everyone took their jobs seriously and 
was intent on doing their jobs to the best 
of their ability. 

 I watched the students take on their 
characters and begin to understand and 
speak the words of Shakespeare with 
depth and meaning. Many of the lines 
are well known, but the actors made 
them come to life. “To be or not to be” 
was spoken in true desperation as Hamlet 
struggles with life altering decisions he 

is making. Ophelia changed from an 
innocent young lady toying with the idea 
of love, into a pathetic woman who has 
lost touch with reality. King Claudius 
had his profound realization that his sins 
will not be forgiven without remorse.  
“My words fly up, my thoughts remain 
below, words without thoughts never to 
heaven go.” These young actors didn’t 
just memorize and quote these lines, they 
brought them to life.

  Kate Hicks, CCS Theatre Director
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It was so heartwarming to bring 
the classic A Christmas Carol to our 
Covenant stage. The students, as always, 
worked very hard to bring the story of 
Ebeneezer Scrooge to life. Audiences 
were treated to the traditional story 
by Charles Dickens with the ghosts of 
Marley and Christmas Past, Present, 
and Future making their appearances. 
Victorian adorned singers serenaded 
patrons with Christmas carols and added 
to the storyline. Emily Bailey, our new 
music director, is a welcome addition 
as she prepared our carolers to entertain 
with song. Her music expertise added 
greatly to our Christmas production. 
The presentation was a wonderful way to 
begin our Christmas season and served 
as a reminder to keep Christmas in our 
hearts all year. As Tiny Tim says, “God 
bless us, everyone”.  

  Kate Hicks, Theatre Director

“God bless us, every one!”
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Growing Together 
The Campaign for Covenant

DEVELOPMENT



Covenant Classical School Master Plan

DEVELOPMENT



A Worthy Pursuit 
I love Covenant 
Classical School. 
Those are easy 
words to write or say 
to anyone because I 
truly believe in the 
mission and vision 
of our school. At 

Covenant, instilling truth and laying 
proper foundations for the future are 
paramount priorities and that is why 
my husband and I joyfully contribute to 
Covenant’s Capital Campaign. We are 
excited about the past, the present, and 
especially the future!

100% OF 

CCS FACULTY & STAFF HAVE COMMITTED TO 

Growing 
Together 
The Campaign for Covenant

While teaching fifth grade at 
Covenant since 2006, I have experienced 
life both as a teacher and a parent. Not 
only have my own daughters graduated 
from CCS, it also thrills me to watch my 
former fifth graders graduate, head off 
to college, and reap the benefits of the 
Covenant experience. 

This year the faculty has heard many 
stories of Covenant’s history from faithful 
pioneering parents of its small beginnings 
to its recent rapid growth. Stories of God’s 
grace, mighty provision, and answered 
prayers are the backbone of Covenant’s 
story. We exist to honor and glorify the 
Lord and further His kingdom.  

Covenant is on the cutting edge of 
an incredible educational endeavor. “In 
all things Christ preeminent” is not just 
our motto; it’s our worthy pursuit.

 Stephanie Boss

Together we will lay the foundation

This is our family’s seventh year of 
involvement at Covenant Classical 
School. When we first visited Covenant, 
the school was still located in space 
leased from a church. Even though the campus was 
cramped and of an older vintage, we fell in love with the school anyway. 
Adding to our enthusiasm was the news of the school’s new land and new 
campus. We were so excited about the future for our children at this school!

Since that time, our school’s population has grown and our campus has 
grown with it. The Lord has blessed CCS by directing many new families 
to our doors and by giving us the money to build our beautiful new Upper 
School Building. Our projections indicate that we will be out of classroom 
space by the 2018-19 school year. As such, it is vital to the future of our 
school to expand our facilities to accommodate that growth.

For the last 18 months, our Board of Directors and Master Plan Team 
have been working diligently and passionately to create a campus master 
plan and determine what buildings need to be constructed next. We have 
been blessed with a great team of consultants to help us answer the myriad 
of questions presented to us.

Upon prayerful consideration, our Board of Directors and Master Plan 
Team believe that this addition to our campus, which will cost from $12-18 
million, is the next step for Covenant’s future. We believe that the new space 
will allow the school to maintain healthy growth, provide appropriately 
sized learning spaces for our children, and ensure that Covenant can 
effectively continue its mission.

A map of the master plan is included in this magazine. As you can see, 
the next phase of the plan is the construction of the much-needed classroom 
space and dining space sufficient to serve our growing student population. 
The new additions will be attached to the new Upper School Building, and 
will further enhance our campus with their classical design, efficient layouts, 
and integration into our master plan for future construction.

This campus expansion is not possible without God’s continued 
provision and without you--our families and friends--supporting this 
project with your time, finances, and prayers. Our Board of Directors, 
administration, staff, and faculty are committed to this project and we ask 
for your help.

The enthusiasm that Elise and I had that first day at Covenant has only 
increased over the years, and we have so enjoyed seeing our children grow 
up with yours. Thank you, all of you, for your continued love and support 
of Covenant Classical School.

  Christian Ellis, President, Board of Directors
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Covenant Classical School has been a part of our lives for 
quite some time - long before we even lived in Fort Worth. 

We saw early on what a special school and community 
Covenant was, but in all of that time we never imagined our 
own children would have an opportunity to be part of such a 
community. God completely rearranged our lives and moved 
us here in time for us to settle in and for our oldest daughter, 
Chloe, to begin kindergarten at Covenant.

As some of you know, Brooks’ brother, Bryce, was integral 
to the school’s success at a critical juncture in the early life of 
Covenant. The stories of the incredible things God has done for 
Covenant are so numerous. Stories of His acting in an incredible 
and generous way abound. Whether through financial gifts given 
at just the right time, to the sacrifice of volunteers, Covenant has 
been blessed.

This community was so sweetly shaped at a time when every 
family knew every other family and the parents had to play 
integral roles in all that happened each day at school. God has 
blessed us with rapid growth, but then the question arises—how 
do we maintain this sweet fellowship of families at a growing 
Covenant, with each new year bringing in so many new families 

and faces? This question is what has motivated us to act. We 
want to be a part of the future at Covenant. We have seen 
where Covenant has been and our children are a part of where 
Covenant will go in the future.  How could we not get involved?

The culmination of thoughtful, prayerful preparation and 
planning has resulted in the Growing Together capital campaign. 
Inside this issue of Tis Arete, you will find information about 
the campaign, its volunteer leadership, and the campaign’s 
relationship to the overall campus master plan. The Growing 
Together campaign will enhance the learning experience for all 
grades, kindergarten through 12th, and provide essential spaces 
necessary to continue the unique culture, learning, community 
and experience of Covenant for all students. We step into the 
future of Covenant with you, having been shown the way by 
those who have come before us. Once again, God is moving in 
His incredible way and we will follow His leading. 

Together we will lay the foundation for Covenant’s 
future—a future blessed by the principles of our founding, and 
the love of the families who hold our campus in their hearts and 
prayers.  We look forward to Growing Together as we launch the 
Campaign for Covenant. 

Reese, Brooks, Andrea and Chloe Danley (CCS Class of 2026) 

Together we will lay the foundation
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PRAY
At Covenant, we believe in the power 

of prayer. That is why we asked our 

community to begin praying with us 

months before the capital campaign was 

officially launched. Join the Covenant 

community in praying daily for God’s 

provision and blessing. Join groups of 

parents and grandparents who meet 

weekly to pray through this campaign 

– Thursdays at drop-off (8:15 a.m.) and 

pick-up (3:15 p.m.) in room S106. 

Seek the Lord’s guidance and ask how He 

would have you participate in The Campaign 

for Covenant.

GIVE
Each of us has the ability to give at a 
different level and in different ways. We 
believe you will see God's provision as 
you give according to His leading, and as 
you trust that He will be faithful. Some 
can give a little, others more. All gifts 
may not be equal, but equal sacrifice 
from everyone defines this journey of 
stewardship: Growing Together.

Everyone in the Covenant community 
will have the opportunity to make a 
three-year financial commitment to the 
building campaign.

For additional information, please contact 
Caroline James, Development Director 817-
820-0884 cjames@covenantfw.org

SHARE
We are standing at the threshold of a new 
chapter in the life of our school – it is an 
exciting time to be part of the Covenant 
Classical School family. We look forward 
to the expansion of our campus, and 
to the growth of our student body as 
we welcome new, mission-appropriate 
families into our community. We look 
forward to the impact our students will 
have on Fort Worth and the world, for 
the glory of God. Help us spread the 
word about Covenant by sharing our 
mission and vision with your friends, co-
workers, and churches. 

If you would like promotional materials to 
share regarding our school or The Campaign 
for Covenant, please contact Amy Burgess, 
Admission and Marketing Director, at 817-
820-0884, or aburgess@covenantfw.org. 

A prayer for Covenant Classical School
Lord, we boldly ask for your provision. You have been faithful to bless Covenant Classical School with growth in 

numbers. May Your plans for our school come to fruition. You own everything and are able to bless us with new facilities 
that meet our future needs in your perfect timing. Please bless us financially. Beyond this plea, bless each family. Revive 
each heart to burn (Luke 24:32) with love for You, Father, even the hearts of our children’s children for years to come, that 
You may be known on earth, Your saving power among the nations. (Psalm 67)

 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS 
BROOKS AND ANDREA DANLEY, Campaign Chairs

ROB OPITZ  
Board of Directors Gifts Chair

STEPHANIE BOSS 
Faculty and Staff Gifts Chair

RON AND AMY RUSSELL 
Grandparents’ Gifts Chairs

MIKE AND CARYN BARBER 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

DOUG AND REBECCA BRILEY 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

DAVID AND DIANNE CAPPER 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

GALLI AND JILL DAVIS 
Campaign Prayer Leadership 

BRENT AND KIM MCDONALD 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

MIKE AND MEREDITH O’BRIEN 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

ROB AND CHRISTY OPITZ 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

WILL AND CATY PICKETT 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

SCOTT AND KATIE WADE 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

JASON AND KEIRA WEST 
Campaign Committee Volunteers

LANCE AND ALLISON WILKS 
Campaign Committee Volunteers 

HOW CAN I HELP?
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2015 CCS Auction Committee, First Row: Katie Howard (co-chair), Jennifer Young, Cheryl Larance, Emily Bates, Ashley Shupe. Second 
Row: Allison Wilks, Elise Ellis, Michelle Reid, Caty Pickett, Meredith O'Brien (co-chair). Third Row: Aimee Sapp, Maridon Grochowski, 
Caroline James, Anna Nave, Ashley Armstrong, Sarah Davis, Darbie Brown. Not pictured: Nicole Clifton, Robyn Humphries, Tami McLean, 
Elizabeth Steed, Tracy Taplett.

A Night in the Garden
THANKS! 

TO OUR FABULOUS 
COMMITTEE, GENEROUS DONORS 

AND COVENANT COMMUNITY,  
 WE RAISED  

$100,000 
for Covenant at our annual auction at Joe T. 
Garcia's. Proceeds from the auction support 

the general operating budget and debt 
retirement. Thank you for your 

support, Cavaliers!
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Cavaliers Make Move to TCAF 
Covenant’s Athletic Director, Ron Abrams, announced that CCS 

will move its Rhetoric athletics teams to join the Grammar and Logic 
teams in their membership in the Christian Athletic Fellowship. Abrams 
conducted an athletic survey of all 4th-12th grade families, and reviewed 
the school’s growth projections, to determine the best league fit for 
Covenant going forward. 

CCS Rhetoric teams currently compete in the Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS) 1A division, while the Grammar and 
Logic teams compete in the Christian Schools Athletic Fellowship (CSAF), 
the elementary/middle school portion of Christian Athletic Fellowship. 

In 2016-17, CCS Rhetoric teams will move into TCAF, the high school 
portion of Christian Athletic Fellowship. TCAF schools are located in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. TAPPS 1A schools are located as far away as 
Wichita Falls and Longview, which sometimes means long drives and 
late-night returns for CCS teams.  

“It is my belief that this move will benefit the athletic department 
by building continuity within all our athletic teams at each level by 
competing against the same core group of schools,” said Abrams. 
“Hopefully by competing with more local schools we will be able to build 
some healthy school rivalries.”

TCAF allows schools to include homeschool students on their athletic 
teams if they choose to do so, which was not an option under TAPPS. TCAF 
also allows 8th grade students to play up on high school teams without 
forfeiting a year of high school eligibility. As Covenant continues to grow 
toward full capacity, these allowances will enable CCS to fill team rosters 
despite the current small class sizes in Upper School.

CAVALIERS TURNED OUT IN PINK 
FOR THE 2ND ANNUAL "PINK 
OUT" ON OCTOBER 8 TO RAISE 
AWARENESS FOR BREAST CANCER. 

Fans cheered on both the 
Logic Football team and the Logic 
and Rhetoric volleyball games in 
home games that night. The Fort 
Worth Fire Department brought 
their special pink-striped fire 
truck to the event, and CCS dad 
and FWFD Captain Tom Crow 
gave children an insider's tour 
of the vehicle.

“ Pink Out” for a Cure
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CAMPUS LIFE
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6th grade NASA field trip




