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I love summer because it provides 
us with an opportunity to slow down and 
reflect. There is margin to think and plan in 
ways that the hustle of the school year does 
not allow. So, as summer winds down and  

another school year is set to begin, it is appropriate to stop and think — again — 
about why you have your children at Covenant and the ultimate purpose of the 
education we are providing our children. We educate them so they will become wise.

Most likely, you did not go to a school where wisdom was the aim. It certainly 
was not the purpose of the schools I attended. But at some point, you have probably  
heard a Covenant administrator or teacher say that we are educating our students  
toward wisdom and virtue. In fact, we have chosen wisdom as the theme for the 
2018-2019 school year! It may not be obvious exactly how that is happening at 
Covenant or what we mean. Yet, finding clarity in purpose is an absolute necessity to 
provide a quality education — or do anything for that matter. 

Scripture explicitly instructs us to seek and acquire wisdom. Solomon tells his 
sons that “fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7) and that 
they should seek wisdom “like silver” and “hidden treasures” (Proverbs 2:4). Paul 
tells us that those who reject God, although claiming wisdom, become fools because 
they are denying the only source of ultimate truth (Romans 1:22). 

At Covenant, teaching students that education is “faith seeking understanding,” 
and not vice versa, is the foundation for godly wisdom. If our students have a holy 
reverence and fear for God, most of the issues they face in life will be properly  
oriented. Certain lessons fade in importance, relevance and application. However, 
wisdom will never become irrelevant. It provides students with the synthesis of 
knowledge, skill, discernment and insight for a lifetime of navigating a host of  
inevitably complex situations and dilemmas. 

As the business consultant Simon Sinek once said, “It’s not just what or how 
you do things that matters; what matters more is that what and how you do things is 
consistent with your why.” Let’s make it our aim to partner so that our children will 
receive the wisdom they so desperately need to flourish.

Eric Cook
Head of School
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ATHLETICS
State Champions & Spring Sports

FINE ARTS
Theatre, Choir & Gallery Walk

SENIORS
Post-Graduation Plans

DEVELOPMENT
Golf Scramble

CAMPUS LIFE
Our School Year in Pictures

AUGUST 19 - CONVOCATION

AUGUST 20 - OPEN HOUSE & GRAMMAR ORIENTATION

AUGUST 21 - LOGIC/RHETORIC ORIENTATION

AUGUST 22 - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

backtoschool
welcome

CREATION CARE 
MONDAYS • 7 TO 9 P.M. 

OCT. 1 THROUGH OCT. 15

TAUGHT BY:  
DR. STEVE MITTWEDE

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT CHAIR

COST: FREE 
(INCLUDES BOOK, SEMINAR,

SNACKS, COFFEE AND CHILDCARE)

RSVP: SFREDRICKS@COVENANTFW.ORG
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8/14
8/16
8/21
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8/28
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9/4
9/6
9/11
9/13
9/18
9/20
9/25
9/27
10/1
10/4
10/9
10/11

PARKER-TARRANT WARRIORS
@ WEATHERFORD CHRISTIAN
@ LAKE COUNTRY CHRISTIAN
CHISHOLM TRAIL ACADEMY
@ FORT WORTH COUNTRY DAY
@ CHISHOLM TRAIL ACADEMY
WEATHERFORD CHRISTIAN
@ COVENANT CHRISTIAN COLLEYVILLE
NAZARENE CHRISTIAN
HILL SCHOOL
@ HERITAGE CHRISTIAN
@ ST. PAUL’S PREP
VICTORY CHRISTIAN
@ AZLE CHRISTIAN
@ HILL SCHOOL
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN
ST. PAUL’S PREP
@ VICTORY CHRISTIAN
AZLE CHRISTIAN

8/17
8/24
8/31
9/7

9/14
9/21

9/28
10/5

10/12
10/19
10/26

11/2

IRVING FAUSTINA
LONE STAR NORTH 
VICTORY CHRISTIAN
@ MCKINNEY CORNERSTONE
CORAM DEO PLANO
UNIVERSAL ACADEMY
@ AZLE CHRISTIAN
ST. PAUL’S PREP
@ WYLIE PREP
HILL SCHOOL
TEXAS ALLIANCE OF
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES
HERITAGE CHRISTIAN

RECORD-SETTING PERFORMANCES 
 The Logic and Grammar track and 
field squads set 15 personal records and 
three seasonal best records at this spring’s 
CSAF Junior High Regional Meet. At the 
Tarrant County Private School Track  
Meet hosted by The Oakridge School in  
Arlington, 20 personal records were set, 
and the 6th- and 7th-grade boys finished 
as runners-up.
 The 8th-grade girls team finished  
second in the Tarrant County Private 
Schools Track Championships, as well, 
making Covenant the smallest school to 
finish near the top in the competition’s  
17-year history.
 
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME
 The Logic baseball team qualified for 
the CSAF Regional Tournament after  
compiling a 4-5 season record this spring. 
The Cavaliers faced undefeated Newman 
International of Arlington in the opening 
round of the CSAF playoffs, but fell to the 
Warriors with a 0-7 final score.

 The Rhetoric baseball team went 4-8 
during their season. Cavaliers Connor  
Optiz and Tyler Harrison received First 
Team All-District honors, while Russell 
Briley and Justin Hoshauer received  
Second Team honors. Optiz was also  
selected to play in the TCAF All-Star 
Game, becoming the first player to ever 
represent Covenant in that competition.

HOLE IN (ONE) & COMEDIC CADDYING
 Luke Mema was the only golfer 
representing Covenant in golf competition 
this spring. He competed in the TCAF 
Regional Championships, but his play was 
affected by adverse weather conditions 
and he didn’t qualify for the TCAF State 
Championship Tournament.  
 The highlight of his season occurred, 
though, when Mema was selected to caddy 
for Bill Murray at this May’s Fort Worth 
Invitational at Fort Worth’s Colonial 
Country Club (pictured on next page at far 
right). This honor was a very memorable 
end to Covenant’s golf season.

statechamps
             After becoming the first girls’ 
track and field team in CCS history to  
capture a TCAF Regional Championship, 
the Lady Cavs went on to capture this 
spring’s TCAF State Championship, too. 
Kristen Watts won three individual silver 
medals and a bronze medal, finishing 
out the meet as Covenant’s highest-point 
performer. Mollie Davis set three school 
records — in pole vault, the 4x100-meter  
relay and the 200-meter — and won 
a silver medal in the 100-meter dash. 
Teammates Claire Birbari, Abbie Cooper, 
Neely Stevens and Ivy Platt also posted the 
third-fastest time in school history in the 
4x200-meter relay.
 On the boys’ side, Luke Brown 
claimed three individual gold medals in 
long jump, high jump and triple jump, 
bringing his career total to four state titles. 
Personal records were set by Whit Jewitt in 
the 800-meter run and Triston Bowden in 
the 200-meter dash. The Rhetoric boys  
finished second in the Regionals and fifth 
in the State Championships. 
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GETcreative.
COVENANT STUDENTS SHOWCASED THEIR TALENTS THIS SPRING

 In early May, the  
CCS Grammar Choir  
performed at the 
42nd Annual Sandy 
Lake Amusement 

Park Funfest. The 
26-member group of 

4th-through 6th-grade 
singers received a “1” rating, which is the 
highest rating that can be earned by a  
student choir. To celebrate their success, the  
students and Choir Director Emily Bailey 
enjoyed the park’s rides, paddleboats,  
miniature golf, festival food and more!  
Congratulations, Grammar Choir!

This April, Covenant’s 
Rhetoric theatre 
students presented 
Tennessee Williams’ 
autobiographical 

play “The Glass  
Menagerie” as part 

of the Dinner Theatre 
program. Four student-actors — Nathan 
Salter, Sarah Landrum, Vera Fontenot and 
Dawson Danley — made up the cast of 
the show while the other members of the 
Logic and Rhetoric theatre classes waited 
tables, served coffee, ran the sound board, 
worked the lights and helped backstage.
 Chosen by CCS Theatre Director Kate 
Hicks for its literary merit, deep characters 
and influence in the American playwright 
community, “The Glass Menagerie” tells 
the story of the tragic Wingfield family and 
is set in St. Louis in 1937. It’s one of the 
original “memory plays,” which means that 
the action unfolds from the memory of the 
narrator, oldest son Tom. 
 Played by Salter, Tom aspires to be a 
poet, but works in a passionless warehouse 
job as he struggles to support his mother 
and crippled sister. The family’s father — 
represented only in a photo of CCS teacher 
Jason Merritt — abandoned the family  
years ago, leaving a hole that the other 
characters have since struggled to fill.

 The characters limp along through 
life, but pressure builds when daughter 
Laura, played by Landrum, cannot finish 
business school because of her crippling 
anxiety. Mother Amanda, played by 
Fontenot, pressures Tom to bring home a 
gentlemen caller as a last chance for Laura. 
Tensions rise as they prepare for the arrival 
of the young man, played by Danley.
 Filled with resentment, sadness,  
broken dreams, an inability to accept 
reality and a preference for living in the 
memories of the past, the play presented 
the four student-actors with opportunities 
to grow as performers and embark on deep 
character studies.
 Hicks enjoys challenging her students 
with deeper material because dramatic 
plays lead to discussions beyond the action 
on stage. Questions of society, historical 
references, morals, changing attitudes and 
mental illness were discussed as the classes 
prepared the show. During rehearsals, 
Hicks challenged the students to consider 
whether God was involved in the lives of 
the characters. Did they make decisions 
from a moral worldview? How could a 
study of their lives influence the students? 
 “Every show leads us on a journey,” 
says Hicks. “Dramas and tragic shows are 
great for Dinner Theatre because there’s so 
much opportunity for reflection.”

 In mid-May, Covenant
hosted its third  
annual student art 
exhibition on 
campus. Students 

from Kindergarten 
through 12th grade 

displayed original works 
of art, including paintings, sculptures, woven 
pieces, oil pastels, metalwork and more.
 Upper School students provided music 
for the event, treating guests to piano, harp, 
guitar and vocal performances. Guests also 
enjoyed delicious snacks and dessert in the 
Auditorium after observing the artistic  
displays around campus and making their 
way to the Upper School to celebrate the 
award-winning artists. 
 For the first time, Kindergarten artwork 
was included as part of this event — instead 
of in a separate exhibition — creating a  
comprehensive celebration of student art.
 Volunteer jurors from Colleyville  
Christian Academy selected this year’s award 
winners, and Izzy Jones was awarded the 
Best in Show honor for her painting of an 
underwater scene. 
 Also in May, seniors Izzy Jones and 
Bryce Watt, along with art teachers Diane 
Boren and Charlotte Seifert displayed their 
art during the Mayjoring in Art exhibit at 
the Fort Worth Community Arts Center. 
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9 • SENIORS

t  he Class of 2018 was known on campus for its strong 
friendships. When they were in Lower School their 
numbers fluctuated, and they alternated between having 
enough students for one or two classrooms. They 
celebrated when they finally settled as one class in  
Upper School. They didn’t like being separated.
 When Justin Hoshauer faced the possibility of  
missing a soccer season because his community  
recreation team didn’t have enough players, his CCS 
classmates donned jerseys and played soccer for a season 
to keep his scholarship dreams alive. (He will play soccer 
for Belhaven University this fall.)
 When Pablo Serna landed in the hospital three 
times during his junior and senior years due to a  
collapsed lung, his classmates amazed the staff at Cook 
Children’s Hospital with their frequent visits. 
 They acted in school plays, tutored younger students 
after school, played sports (including the inaugural 
season of the CCS baseball team), published the school 
yearbook, expanded the leadership of the House system, 
ran an after-school art program, launched Cavs Nation, 
took the Mock Trial team to State semifinals three times 
and gave the school its first official school dance.
 Class of 2018, you have left your mark on Covenant 
and you will be missed!

DAWSON DANLEY
University of North Texas

Biology/Theatre

ZACK MCLEMORE
Abilene Christian University

Financial Management/
Accounting

EMILY HORNELL
Berry College

Business Management

CHRIS JORDAN
University of Texas

at Arlington
Economics

LAUREN ASHLEY
Abilene Christian University

Nursing

PABLO SERNA
Howard Payne University

Biomedical Science

JUSTIN HOSHAUER
Belhaven University
Sports Management

BRYCE WATT
Texas A&M University

Engineering

TATE SMITH
University of Oklahoma

Computer Science

CHLOE MCLAREN
University of Oklahoma

Journalism

NATE FREDRICKS
University of Texas

at Austin
Biology/Plan II

IZZY JONES
St. John’s College

Liberal Arts

NATHAN SALTER
Missouri State University

Musical Theatre

JACOB SZYMANSKI
Gap Year

THOMAS BURGESS
Biola University

Computer Science

JESSIE CLARK
University of Oklahoma

Non-Profit Management/
Entrepreneurship
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1 - Logic Baseball
2 - 4th-Graders at Field Day
3 - Rhetoric Science Class
4 - Grammar Track Meet
5 - 2nd-Grade Egyptian Feast
6 - Wilberforce House Induction
7 - Kindergarten Graduation
8 - 6th-Graders at Galveston

10 • DEVELOPMENT

 Covenant’s Golf Scramble has always been 
a fun way to raise funds for the school, but this 
year’s planning committee set out to fundraise, 
as well, with the addition of several games and 
exciting challenges intended to liven up the 
competition and create more fun and fellowship.
 More than 120 golfers on 18 teams gathered 
at Split Rail Golf Course in Annetta, Texas, on 
April 27. Golfers could choose from the usual 
fastest-hole, closest-to-the-pin and straightest- 
drive challenges, but also enjoyed several new 
challenges, including longest marshmallow 
drive and chances to send “I Love You, Man” 
heart-shaped notes to other players, including 
Head of School Eric Cook. Not quite your  
typical love letters, these notes — which players 
received at specific holes — forced the recipients 
to move back, use a different club or tee off with 
their non-dominant hand. 
 Advantages were available for purchase, 
too, and many participants were grateful for the  
extra mulligans and “hand grenades” that  
allowed them to pick up and throw errant shots.
 Several Upper School students served as 
“Cavs Caddies” for the day, assisting with the 
challenges and greeting the golfers. Raffles and 
giveaways were another fun part of the day, with 
prizes donated from local businesses. 
 Congratulations to Alex Armstrong, Tony 
Endsley, Bo French and Drew Ryun, who were 
the top team for the day. Special thanks go out 
to all the sponsors, golfers and planners who 
made the day such a success!

CCS’ ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE RAISED $26,000

on the coursefundraising
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“The Plan. If the Plan Fails. Organized Chaos. Total Chaos.” 
5th- and 6th-grade teachers on Field Day 2018


